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have left an indelible mark on this tradition, and during African-American
Music Appreciation Month, we pay special tribute to their extraordinary
contributions.

Generations of African Americans have used music to share joy and pain,
triumph and sorrow. Spiritual hymns gave hope to those laboring under the
unrelenting cruelty of slavery, while gospel-inspired freedom songs sus-
tained a movement for justice and equality for all. The smooth sounds of
jazz and the soulful strain of the blues fed a renaissance in art and prose.
The rhythm and blues that began in a basement in Detroit brought people
together when laws would have kept them apart, while the urban beats and
young wordsmiths from cities coast-to-coast gave voice to a new generation.
And on stages and in concert halls around the world, African-American
singers and composers have enhanced opera, symphony, and classical
music by bringing energy and creativity to traditional genres.

At its core, African-American music mirrors the narrative of its original cre-
ators—born of humble beginnings and raised to refuse the limitations and
circumstances of its birth. This month, we honor the African-American mu-
sicians, composers, singers, and songwriters who have forever shaped our
musical heritage, and celebrate those who carry this rich legacy forward.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as African-
American Music Appreciation Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with
appropriate activities and programs that raise awareness and foster appre-
ciation of music that is composed, arranged, or performed by African
Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8833 of June 1, 2012
Great Outdoors Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s natural treasures and unique landscapes have always mirrored
the rugged independence and cherished diversity that define our national
character. From rocky coasts to lush woodlands to urban parks, our great
outdoors have set the scene for countless adventures, trials, and triumphs.
During Great Outdoors Month, we celebrate our long legacy of environ-
mental stewardship and resolve to preserve clean and healthy outdoor
spaces for generations to come.

Thanks to centuries of forward-thinking Americans—f{rom leaders like
Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt to private citizens
and neighborhood groups—our lives have been enriched by a tremendous
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array of natural beauty. To uphold this tradition, I was proud to launch the
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative. Building on input from tens of thou-
sands of people across our country, we are joining with communities, land-
owners, sportsmen, businesses, and partners at every level of government
to reconnect Americans with the natural world and lay the foundation for
a more sustainable planet. Through the Initiative, we are also helping sup-
port farms and ranches that provide our Nation with food, fiber, and en-
ergy. The 21st Century Conservation Service Corps is empowering our Na-
tion’s youth to restore and protect our public lands and waters through
meaningful jobs and service opportunities. And First Lady Michelle
Obama’s Let’s Move Outside! initiative is encouraging children and families
to explore the outdoors and engage in outdoor recreation as part of a
healthy, active lifestyle.

Protecting our environment is not only a duty to our children; it is an eco-
nomic imperative. Visitors to our public lands contribute billions of dollars
to local economies, and I am committed to supporting this engine of
growth. As part of our National Travel and Tourism Strategy, my Adminis-
tration is working to increase visits to our national parks and scenic places.
This initiative will help support small businesses and drive job growth
across our country.

Great Outdoors Month is a time for all Americans to share in the natural
splendor of which we are all proud inheritors. Whether camping, fishing,
rock climbing, or playing in a neighborhood park, nature offers each of us
the opportunity to get active, explore, and strengthen our bonds with fam-
ily and friends. This month, let us celebrate our natural heritage by experi-
encing it together.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as Great Out-
doors Month. I urge all Americans to explore the great outdoors and to up-
hold our Nation’s legacy of conserving our lands and waters for future gen-
erations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8834 of June 1, 2012
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Pride Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

From generation to generation, ordinary Americans have led a proud and
inexorable march toward freedom, fairness, and full equality under the
law—not just for some, but for all. Ours is a heritage forged by those who
organized, agitated, and advocated for change; who wielded love stronger
than hate and hope more powerful than insult or injury; who fought to
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